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What is your background: I was born in Kuwait City, Kuwait. My 
mother is of Korean heritage and my father is of mainly 
Palestinian/Jordanian. We moved around until I was 10, when we 
finally found our home in Tucson, Arizona. I was that kid that was 
fascinated by the night sky. Unfortunately, school was tough as I did 
not fit in, and I am also diagnosed with a language disorder. However, 
I met an astrochemist in high school, and her support gave me the 
confidence to pursue astrochemistry.  

After receiving my bachelor’s in chemistry and minor in astronomy, I enrolled in a PhD program at Emory 
University to specialize in astrochemistry. After a mere 1 year of enrollment, I was deemed unqualified to 
continue the graduate program and was immediately dismissed. I essentially did not agree with the way I 
was evaluated and believed in myself that I could do better. I eventually completed my MSc in chemical 
sciences with 2 publications, and my PhD in astronomy with 11 publications, including a first-author paper 
in Nature Astronomy. I received two awards for my dissertation: ACS Astrochemistry Outstanding 
Dissertation Award 2021 and the International Astronomical Union 2020 PhD Prize in Facilities, 
Technologies and Data Science.  

I have helped multiple extraordinarily determined students get into supportive PhD programs after they 
left their initial PhD programs. Helping these students has been a humbling privilege and is a big reason 
why I continue to share my story. 

Favorite part of being a CRESST Scientist: Being funded to work at NASA on cosmic ices, while 
collaborating with world-renowned Solar System researchers.  
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